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object of glorification in these Parana -s. Since the
quality of sattva is helpful to achieve moksa and since
Lord Visnu is popularly known to be the very embodiment
of   sattva,   the   Parana- s  which  expound  His
glory are of primary importance for those who are
interested in attaining salvation. Continuing, Parasara
points out that of all the incarnations Visnu has taken
such as Matsya, Kurma, Varaha, Sri Rama and Sri Krsna,
the Varaha incarnation is of great significance in
matters concerning the upaya (means) of salvation.

Parasara's commentary on a particular stanza of
Thirumangai Alvar's Timneduntandakam is an important
landmark in the Srivaisnava literature in Tamil. The stanza
in question commences thus:

maivannanarunkunji kulal..29

There is no exaggeration in saying that Parasara's
wonderful powers of exposition and interpretation of the
lyrical beauty of Tirumangai Alvar's composition have
touched the highest acme in this elaborate and versatile
commentary which runs to nearly twenty-two pages in
print. Parasara offers a variety of interpretations for this
verse in the general context of the entire section which
contains 30 stanzas. The interpretations he offers are
from different view-points taking each decade as a unit
closely connected with one another. These standpoints
are those of the mulamantra (the astaksara}, the
dvayamantra  and  the   caramasloka^  the  three
components of the sacred syllable, namely the letters
a, u. and m; and so on. The main point is that the
stanza in question reflects the mood and sentiment of
the Alvar who places himself in the position of a nayika